
Early	Years	Evalua,on	(The	Learning	Bar)	–	Direct	Assessment	

Using	Data	to	Inform	Programming,	Build	Rela7onships,	
and	Engage	the	Community	

	



Swan River, MB – Swan Valley School Division

Rural	and	Northern	Division	in	Central	MB	



The Learning Bar


EYE-DA	Early	Years	Evalua,on	–	Direct	Assessment	of		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	Readiness	Skills	

SVSD	uses	EYE-DA	in	Early	Learning	Programs	



Research


Research	led	by	Dr.	Fraser	Mustard,	formed	the	
basis	of	our	Early	Learning	Pilot	Projects	in	SVSD:	
	
• “Country-wide	data	shows	that	more	than	one	
in	four	children	arrive	at	kindergarten	with	
vulnerabili,es	that	make	them	more	likely	to	fail	
in	school.”	

	
	
Source:		Early	Years	Study	3,	2011	&	The	Offord	Centre	for	Child	
Studies	



SVSD EYE-DA Journey


•  Early	Learning	Junior	Kindergarten,	2009	
•  Early	Learning	full-,me	Senior	Kindergarten,	2009	
•  Needed	an	Early	Years	assessment	tool	for	evidence-based	research	
•  Found	EYE-DA,	2012!	
•  Assessment	takes	place	at	pre-screening	visit,	before	students	begin	
school.	

•  Sent	various	data	&	results	to	Sta,s,cal	Analyst	at	School	Programs	
Division,	Manitoba	Educa,on	and	Advanced	Learning	

•  Con,nued	to	use	EYE-DA		
•  Trial	of	EYE-DA	Post	assessment,	2017	

	

SVSD		
Journey	



Early Brain Development


	*Significant	reason	for	SVSD	Early	Learning	Pilot	Project	



More Research…

•  “Experience-based	brain	development	in	the	early	
years	affects,	learning,	behaviour	and	mental	and	
physical	health.”	(p.	27)	

	
•  “Evidence	to	date	suggests	that	early	experiences	–	
par,cularly	experiences	related	to	early	nurture	and	
nutri,on	–	have	the	capacity	to	leave	epigene,c	
marks	that	are	greater	than	those	associated	with	
later	experiences.”	(p.	30)	

	

Source:		Early	Years	Study	3,	2011	&	The	
Offord	Centre	for	Child	Studies	



SVSD Early Learning Research Project


•  Junior/Senior	Kindergarten	Research	Project:		Published	in	ASCD	2013	

Swan	Valley	School	Division	

Early	Learning: 

Every	Child,	Every	Day,	Claimed	for	Success 

Jeden	Tolen,no:	Sta,s,cal	Analyst,	Early	Childhood	Educa,on	Unit,	Manitoba	
																												Educa,on	
Candace	Bergeson:	Doctoral	Candidate,	University	of	Manitoba		
Marilyn	Marquis-Forster:	Superintendent,	Swan	Valley	School	Division	
Deborah	Burnside:	Student	Services	Coordinator,	Swan	Valley	School	Division	
Sheena	Blanchard:	School	Psychologist,	Swan	Valley	School	Division	
12/04/2013 



SVSD AcGon Research Grant - ASCD


ASCD	MB	Summer	
2013	–	Vol.	3	
	
Reflec7ons	Journal:		
“Embracing	Diversity	
and	Naviga7ng	
Change”	
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SVSD	
Bracken	School	Readiness	Assessment		

Average	Scores	

2009-10	 2010-11	

*10/11	SK	students	received	JK;	09/10	students	did	not	
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Senior Kindergarten: Half Time Programs

2009-2010	School	Year 		

		 VMI	09/10	 VMI	10/11	 BRSA	09/10	

Total	AVG	 98.36	 97.20	 93.00	
School	A	 86.25	 101.33	 98.75	
School	B	 99.50	 100.00	 88.77	
School	C	 98.36	 97.20	 93.00	
		 		
Total	
Median	 97.00	 98.00	 91.00	
School	A	 87.50	 95.50	 94.00	
School	B	 103.00	 97.50	 88.00	
School	C	 92.00	 101.50	 98.00	

2010-2011	School	Year	
		 VMI	09/10	 VMI	10/11	 BRSA	09/10	 BRSA	10/11	

Total	AVG	 95.31	 99.77	 99.71	 102.57	
School	A	 98.00	 93.50	 110.50	 101.22	
School	B	 87.50	 100.00	 86.50	 101.50	
School	C	 96.00	 103.92	 95.44	 103.75	
		 		
Total	
Median	 96.00	 100.00	 99.00	 102.00	
School	A	 95.00	 95.00	 111.00	 98.00	
School	B	 87.50	 100.00	 86.50	 101.50	
School	C	 98.00	 103.00	 99.00	 101.50	

SK	Students	
who	did	not	
receive	JK	
programming	

SK	Students	aker	
one	year	of	half-
,me	JK	
programming	

Average	and	Median	Standard	Scores	on	the	Bracken	School	Readiness	Assessment	



Follow-up Report on SVSD Research in ASCD




SVSD	
featured	in	
Winter	2012	
EDI	Teacher	
Newslemer	

SVSD Early Learning Program Research 
The EDI Teacher NewsleRer




SVSD CAT4 Results - % Above Stanine 4 – Gr. 8


2010	 2017	



EYE-DA

•  Training	for	Divisional	Staff	
• Purchased	supplies	and	materials	to	implement	
• Complete	in	May/June	with	pre-school	children	
• Measures	readiness	before	they	enter	our	schools	
• Parent	reports	
• Divisional	Reports	
•  School	Reports	
•  Share	general	results	with	OT	and	PT,	SLP,	Psychologist	and	
community	



Early Years - Assessments


•  EYE	(Early	Years	Evalua,on	-	Direct	Assessment)	-	Pre-Kindergarten	
•  EDI	(Early	Developmental	Instrument)	-	Kindergarten	(every	other	year)	
•  VMI	–	(Visual	Motor	Integra,on)	-	completed	in	JK	and	SK	in	Fall	
•  BSRA	–	(Bracken	School	Readiness	Assessment)	-	completed	in	JK	and	SK	in	
Spring	

•  SLP	–	Pre-school	screening	and	ongoing	caseload	assessments		
•  Tiny	Eye	–	On-line	Speech	and	Language	services	includes	assessments	
•  Observa,on	Surveys	–	Gr.	1	and	in	Early	Literacy	Interven,ons	
•  Early	Literacy	Interven,ons	(ELI)	-	development	of	literacy	skills	
•  CAT4	–	(Canadian	Achievement	Tests)	–	Grades	2,	4,	6,	8,	&	10	
•  Gr.	3	Provincial	Assessment	and	Evalua,on	



Early Years - IntervenGons 

•  The	goal	is	for	the	interven7ons	to	occur	as	soon	as	need	is	iden7fied.	

	
•  Use	of	evidence-based	programming		
•  Play-based	learning	–	par,cipated	in	NOW	Play	Project	
	
ü Animated	Literacy	
ü Literacy	Place	
ü Buddy	Reading	
ü Shared	Reading	
ü Phonemic	Awareness	
ü Guided	Reading	
ü Guided	Wri,ng	

ü Renaissance	Reading	
ü Nelson		Literacy	
ü Soar	To	Success	
ü First	Steps	Developmental	
Con,nuum	
ü Learning	Language	&	Loving	It	
ü Leveled	Literacy	Interven,on	
ü and	others…	



Division EYE-DA Results – 2016 example




EYE Post Assessment Growth Results 2016-2017


PRE	 POST	

Pre	Assessment	 Post	Assessment	

Awareness	of	Self	
and	Environment	 Cogni7ve	Skills	 Language	and	

Communica7on	 Fine	Motor	 Gross	Motor	 		 Awareness	of	Self	
and	Environment	 Cogni7ve	Skills	 Language	and	

Communica7on	 Fine	Motor	 Gross	Motor	 		
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NOWPlay Research Project 2012-2017


• NOWPlay:		Assessing	and	Suppor,ng	Young	Children’s	Oral	Language	
and	Wri,ng	Development	through	Play	in	Classrooms,	Childcares	and	
Homes	in	Northern	Rural	Communi,es		-	Partnered	with	U	of	T	OISE	
and	Brandon	U	

•  (now-play.org)	
• Presented	at	the	2016	CAP	Conference	in	Winnipeg,	the	MERN	
Conference	in	Brandon,	and	presented	a	Poster	Presenta,on	at	the	
Interna,onal	Literacy	Conference,	Orlando,	Florida	–	July	15-17,	2017	

• No	longer	involved	in	project	–	focus	remains	a	priority	



NOW Play Focus 




(now-play.org) 

•  Improving	the	literacy	achievement	of	all	children	in	northern	rural	
communi7es	–	Partnered	with	Child	Care	and	Head	Start.	

	
• Working	together	to	develop	a	play-based	framework	for	assessment	&	
instruc,on	that	is	culturally	responsive	

	
•  Curriculum	connec,ons:			

	Play-Based	Wrimen	Language	Development,		
	Culturally-Relevant	Play-based	Learning,	&	
	Play-Based	Oral	Language	Development	

	
Role	Play,	Wrimen	Text,	Oral	Text,	Construc,on,	Puppet	Shows,	Song,	Dance,	
Cooking,	Video,	Photographs,	Art,	Sculpture,	etc.	

	
	



Conceptual Base


• Oral	language	and	early	wri,ng	are	founda,onal	to	literacy	
development	

• Children	learn	best	through	play	in	their	early	years	
•  Teaching	and	assessment	of	young	children	should	be	culturally	
appropriate	and	strength-based	

• Assessment	and	instruc,on	should	be	closely	linked	

• CCCA’s:	Collabora,ve,	Crea,ve,	Curriculum	Ac,vi,es	–	learning	
ac,vi,es		(now-play.org)	



Culturally-Relevant Materials


Benito	School	applied	for	
Grant	$$	to	purchase	
culturally-relevant	books.	



Factors	influencing	child	outcomes:	
• Social	Economic	Status	(SES)	
• Maternal	Health	
• Family	Func,on/Dysfunc,on	
• Paren,ng	Styles	
• Neighbourhoods/Communi,es	
• Funding	Support	for		
	 	Early	Learning	Educa,on	

It Takes a Village to Raise a Child/ 
It Takes a Child to Raise a Village!




Swan Valley Community Programs

•  Swan	Valley	Inter-Agency		

•  Swan	Valley	Communi,es	That	Care		
	
–	2013	Youth	Survey	Results	iden,fied	two	risk	factors:		Family	Conflict	and	Rewards	for	An,-Social	
Behaviour	(perceive	that	they	accept	or	condone	an,-social	behaviour	in	rela,on	to	peer	pressure)	

•  Triple	P	Paren,ng	Program	&	Guiding	Good	Choices	

	
•  Botvin	Life	Skills	Program	

	
	
•  APPLE	Schools		
•  Swan	Valley	Community	Mobiliza,on	–	Mul,-Agency	Response	to	Risk	



www.svsd.ca	
Contact:	

Box	995	
Swan	Valley	School	

Division	
Swan	River,	MB		R0L	1Z0	

(204)	734-4531	

Student	Services	Coordinator:	
	 		Deborah	Burnside 	 	
	dburnside@svsd.ca	


